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Hannah did not receive a question this week so we reached back into the ar- 
chives and found this old Lyra question that was never published. Hee you 
enjoy a throwback, and someone ask a question this week. e 


Ask Lyra Foxx 


Dear Lyra, 


My boyfriend of 3 years proposed marriage to me last week, and | declined, more because | 
don't believe in marriage than anything else. He took this badly, and has been going through 
some kind of deconstructive existential crises for the entire week. He’s completely unrespon- 
sive and dead. Id like to give him some time to get over the whole thing so we can just go 
back to what we are, but we cohabitate, in the same bedroom no less. How should I handle 
this? Would it be a bad idea for me to leave him alone for this and, say, go on a vacation for 
a few days? | don’t want him to think I'm pulling out, but he isn’t listening to anything | say. 
| may as well have cheated on him for the way he’s reacting. How do! snap him out of this? 


-H 
Hello H, 


| feel like he should know you well enough by now to not take it personally. Three years 
is an eternity to some people. If | were him, | don’t think that | would like to be left alone, 
but if | were you, I'd be pretty sick of his whiny mood and want to leave for a bit. If you 
can afford the time away, go for it. Be firm with him and say that you’re into him enough 
to live with him and share a bed, and that should be enough. Marriage is equivalent to 
marking territory for some people; maybe he’s just insecure in the relationship. Try to 
find out what the need is behind his motivation, and if you want to keep the relation- 
ship going, as it sounds you do, be attentive to this insecurity. Best wishes. 


Ask Hannah! - - - phtiadetbhlahamireregmay. com Lyra 


“i Daesoe Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - You've got a secret admirer. 


Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Sorry, I'm a little off this week. The 
crossword is phoned in and easy and 
the rest just doesn't sparkle. There're 
probably stupid mistakes. Whatever. 
Better next week. Hope you're well. 


So you have a Big Decision to make! 


You ever get the feeling, sitting in the 
chair at your optometrist, that you 
are not the most qualified person to 
answer which of the many lenses are 
correct? Well our Top Scientists here 
at Secret Family Industries Conglom- 
erated have shaken the proverbial 
Magic 8 Ball and come up with a se- 
ries of states you can assume while 
confronted with a daunting problem 
to ensure that you make the Best Pos- 
sible Choice. Perfection is no longer 
beyond your grasp. 


So first, and this is really important, 
ask the question in the most pure and 
distilled way that you can possibly 
phrase it. Stop right now, set down 
the Admirer, and go to the bath- 
room, smoke a cigarette, run around 
the block, order a refill, do whatever. 
Just stop right now until you finish 
this step, otherwise you might as well 
crumple up the question and turn to 
the Overheard in Phila section, be- 
cause it’s really funny this week. 


If you can phrase the question in its 
Platonic ideal state, you'll find that 
often, the asking is its own answer. 
There will be some deep cut clue in 
your words. To give an obvious and 
pedestrian example: if your question 
is “Should | keep working at this job?” 
and after distillation, the question is 
“Should | keep my shitty job?” then 
no, you should not keep that job. Get 
it? Your deep cut clues will most likely 
be more subtle. Sift. Dig. 


If you can not ascertain an obvious 
answer in the form of your question, 
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then set up a series of layers through 
which to filter it. These layers are vari- 
ous states of consciousness, mood, 
inebriation, affection, transcendental 
frequency, and failure. Create six plac- 
es from which you will attempt to ask 
and answer the question.* These six 
places will be unique to you. For ex- 
ample, you could decide on: 4 beers 
in love with the world, 6 beers in love 
with the world, post coitus, pre coitus, 
while driving, while at a dance party, 
after getting bad news, while waiting 
in a stupidly long line, while talking 
with your father on the phone, while 
riding your bike down a really steep 
hill, immediately after being taken 
advantage of, while on any number 
of drugs, while blind stinking sober 
at the top of a water tower, after your 
Team wins the Big Game, right now, 
right fucking now, while eating a spi- 
der, in a long drawn out text discus- 
sion with a mild acquaintance, etcet- 
era. You get the idea. Choose six. The 
answer will most likely come to you 
after three, but do all six. Don’t follow 
any false conclusions. 


You may find that the question chang- 
es as you progress. Make note of the 
changes, but continue to ask the 
question anew AS ORIGINALLY WRIT- 
TEN through the six steps. You may 
decide that the question has changed 
to something unrecognizable. If so, 
feel free to rephrase the question and 
start again. This can be avoided if you 
take step one very seriously, and ask 
the correct question from the outset. 


*It is imperative that you establish a 
contiguous means of transcription for 
this step. Staple some pages together 
and squeeze your favorite pen, set up a 
voice memo ap on your phone, acquire 
some watercolors and bristol board, 
restring your guitar and get a mini cas- 
sette recorder. Do it your own special 
way, just make sure you record it. 
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LOST CAT 


Lisa was lost from 4700 block of Hazel Ave in 
West Philly on Thursday (1/15). She's a small 
(6.5 Ib) longhair grey w/ white paws, belly chest 
and muzzle. No collar or tags or microchip. Very 
friendly. 

Call Dana at 610-405-1293 - REWARD 


WTF? pit’ s é Wacky é Facts! 

In 1976, a Los An- 
geles woman officially married a 
fifty pound rock. More than twenty 
people witnessed the ceremony. 
¥ New Jersey has the most diners 
per capita in the world. ¥ The long 
fibers that are found in bananas can 


make paper approximately 3,000 
times stronger than wood pulp pa- 
per. ¥ The state of Tennessee was 
known as Franklin before 1796. ¥ 


Overhea 


a bar on Frankford 


Americans consumed more than 
twenty billion hot dogs in 2014. ¥ It 
would take approximately twenty- 
four trees that are on average six to 
eight inches in diameter to produce 
one ton of newsprint for the Sunday 
edition of the New York Times. ¥ The 
cigarette lighter was invented be- 
fore the match. ¥ The tuatara lizard 
of New Zealand has three eyes, two 
in the center of its head and one on 
the top of its head. ¥ 


m Phila 


guy (drunk)- Hey! Shit! Who stole my beer! 


tender- No one else is sitting near you. 


guy- Well you better get me another one! You're supposed to watch that shit. 


tender- (sigh) OK, I'll pour you a beer. 


guy- What are you talking about? | already have a beer. (Holds up beer 
from under counter.) | don't need another beer. 
gal across bar- (after a pause) Ahhahahah...What?! 


18&Walnut: 
gal 1 (loudly)- |am SO hairy! 
gal 2 (softly)- | remember... 


42&Pine. 


college guy on phone- Nah man, you kissed a dude. It was gross and everyone 
was freaking out. You don't remember? 


By Whole Foods on South 


gal- (to guy about to pay meter) You don't need to pay that. They don't 
even give out tickets on South Street anymore. 


guy- Do you have a license? 
gal- No. 
guy- (pays meter) 


Greenline Cafe 


guy with bloody nose- Is it bad to have a bloody nose for 9 days? 
gal- Have you had a bloody nose for 9 days? Yes! That's VERY BAD! 


guy- (sheepishly) Uhh no, well, | mean this just started. | was just wondering. You 
know, like, if it goes for 9 days. 
gal- What the fuck is wrong with you?! 


guy- God, it's just a question. It's not a big deal. | just wanted to know. 
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1. Small shelter in back yards 
5. The word 

8. Pack down 

12. A good place to put mixes 
13. Man-made water way 
15. Sword 

16. Dragon lord in Yu-Gi-Oh! 
17. Mexican buddy 

18. Basilica area 

19. Proclamation 

22. What Jazzy-J will do tonight 
23.Wane 

24. What keeps you off the ground 
26. Filter out 

29. Crafty scheme 

31. Where pigs live 

32. One saw of the log 

34. Set straight 

36. Achy 

38. Explode 

40. Container weight 

41.Do 

43. Sound of contempt 

45. Golf ball support 

46. Infuriate 

48. Porcelain throne 

50. Oblivion 

51. Parched 

52. Winter sport 

54. Thoughtful 

61. Agreement 

63. Condiment 

64. Holly 

65. Winged 

66. Limerence inarnate 

67. Walking stick 

68. Count upon 

69. Directed from the front 
70. Collections 
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1. Wall support 

2. Rabbit 

3. Mythic 

4. Trader 

5. Mother 

6. Module 

7.Wise men 

8. Cancer-fighting hot drink 

9. Regard 

10. Big butte (not booty) 

11. Mallow rabbit or chick 

13. Light automatic rifle 

14. Easy 

20. Fabrics made from goat hair 

21. The most powerful force in the 
universe today 

25. A jaunty rhythm of speech 

26. Sisyphus’ burden 

27. Dictatorial 

28. Vikings 

29. Storehouse 

30. Everglades bird 

31. 180° from NNW 

33. Hurry on foot 

35. Born 

37. Beige 

39. Trampled 

42. After-bath powder 

44. Where your bike touches the ground 

47. Sheen 

49. Words to a song 

52. Play fight 

53. Curly cabbage 

55. Coffin closer 

56. Certain 

57. Chilled 

58. Wings 

59. Canvas dwelling 

60. Kisses 

62. Attempt 
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Good Friends - Good Food : Good Times 
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1- Of all the a of miceand men, the saddest are 

2- What are the 6 open notes on a conventionally- -tuned guitar? 
3. What was WWI called before WWII-happened? 

4.What's the second highest mountain on Earth? 

5.What does'a spermologer collect? 
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